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ABSTRACT

My atempt in doing this thesis is made o compsre and contrast  the
Madhayamika Buddhist philosophical concept of Nagarjuna's Emptiness and Jean — Pal
Sartre's Selflessness. The main purpose is 10 find 0w the standpoints of their similarities and
differences. It can be the principle of finding ® similar opinion and evaluating different
altitudes.

The thesis is devided inlo 5 chapiers, the contents of which &re exploined accordingly :

Chapter 1 : To study the Background and Significance of the present research.

Chapter I : To study the concept of Nagarjuna's Emptiness, incloding that in Theravads
Buddhism for its clanification,

Chapter 111 : To study the concept of Jean-Paul Sartre's Selflessniess and his concept of
freedom and so on.

Chapter IV : To make a comparison between the  two concepts of the Emgtiness
(Sundata) and Selflessness (Anatta). [ts im is to find oul their similarities and differences ,

Chapter ¥V ; To conclude all the research fimding and to suggest and recommend some
ideas  for furiher research,
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The result  of research can be summarized ag follows :

{1}. The Similar : Nagarjuna's emptiness is the ides of Being without the self or empty
from the self. He explained the aspects of phenomena through the theory of metaphysical,
epistemological, ethical and psychological Dependent Originations or the middle path 1o reject
the twoexterme views, e etermalism and nihilism.

Sartre explained that nothingness is emptiness of all things cspecially the human
comsciousness is selflessness, and it is changeshle all the time. He rejects eternal self or the
God of theistic  religions, the existence of the Matier of Descrates, the Absolute mind of
Hegel and the transcendence Ego of Husserl. Both Nagarjuna and Sartre  agree that men
guiffer because of desire for plessure and freedom.

(2). The Difference : Nagarjuna's emptiness means the Absolute reality or Nirvana. It is
transcendent 1o discursive thought and experience which cannot be imparted to any one by
another{ Anirvajaniva). Sartre's Selflessness is emptiness, which 5 in human consciowsness since
birth to dead. It is the principle of all humans, Desire is the grate problem of Human life in the
Magarjuna's idea, Bul It 15 the most important characters of consciousness in Sartre's idea. It is
the maotivation of radical converston in Human life, it 5 not the source of the suffering,
Consciousness cannol be free from desires and suffering, because freedom is both starting and
fmishing point  in itsell The death is the end of all things, It destroys all things. But in
Nagarjuna's idea human beings can be free from desires and sufferings, the death is not the end
of life. A cycle of birth{rebirth) i necessary for attain Nirvana or Cessation of suffening through
the middle path. Magarjuna's consciousness is nol s2lf—conscious. but  Sarire's consclousness s
self - conscious.

(3). The Radical Conversion : Two philosophers agree that human bemngs are
potential, personality - developing and changeable. Nagarjuna proposed Insight — Meditation 1o
investigate the Absohste reality, but the purifying reflection is presented by Sarire, which is the
phenomenclogical deseription or seeing things as they are. The empty consciousness can not
make up the self for the purpose of attachment again. Inner freedom is pleasure, peace, which
help develop omeself and the socisty. The potentiality, personality — development, freedom,
utility and happiness of Human beings can be  cultivated through the right views by
destroying bad faith and then becoming good faith in our life.
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