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ABSTRACT

The aim of the study is to demonstrate and to compare the concept of ignorance that
appears in Socrates' philosophy and in Theravada Buddhism. The method of study consists of
collecting data from various sources, e.g. relevant texts, documents, and research works.

The results show that some meanings are similar in three points. (1) Ignorance in
Socrates' philosophy means not knowing, a state of not knowing, not understanding. Ignorance
in Buddhism means not knowing, not seeing, (2) Ignorance in Socrates' philosophy means
foolishness, delusion, wrong view, not knowing what is wrong, what is right, what is good and
what is bad, whereas in Buddhism it means foolishness, delusion, wrong view, (3) Ignorance in
Socrates' philosophy means an error-laden knowledge, an incomplete knowkedge, Ignorance in
Buddhism means not knowing clearly, knowing unsuitable thing, wrong knowing, wrong view,
there is different meaning in one point, that is : (1) Ignorance in Socrates’ philosophy means
ignorance about the universal truth and the nature of things, but the Ignorance in Buddhism
means ignorance in the Fourfold Noble truths, Ignorance in Buddhism also means

. 4 ? .
unenlightenment but Socrates didn { mention that.



There are the different sorts of Ignorance, according to Socrates, the sorts of
Ignorance are not knowing the truth and the nature of things, Ignnmn:c!s function is indulging
in vice or committing an evil act knowingly, directing the soul, and Ignorance is vice, the sorts
of Ignorance in Buddhism are not knowing of Fourfold Noble truths, making foolish, hiding the
wisdom, and Ignorance is a defilement.

The cause of Ignorance is : Socrates holds that the cause of Ignorance is not
knowing, the absence of knowledge, the destitute of the truth, Impiety, incomplete notion, lack
of examination of life. Buddhism believes that the cause of Ignorance is canker of sense-desire,
canker of becoming, canker of view or speculation, and not knowing or not understanding
happening and cessation of the five aggregates according to the truth.

Influence of Ignorance. There arc different points: Socrates holds that Ignorance
causes misbehaviour, Ignorance makes not to knowing the truth (of things), Ignorance makes
darkness to life, Ignorance takes controls of the soul. Buddhism holds that Ignorance is the cause
of doing merit and sin, Ignorance makes not to know duty, Ignorance causes delusion, Ignorance
hides (not to know) the truth, Ignorance the important defilement, chief of all defilement,
original cause of cycle of rebirth and Ignorance makes not to know the Fourfold Noble truths.

There arc different ways to get rid of Ignorance. Socrates holds that getting rid of
[gnorance by seeking the true knowledge, knowing thyself and doing goodness wisely, but
Buddhism holds that getting rid of Ignorance by destroying original cause of Ignorance : canker
of sense-desire, canker of becoming, canker of view or speculation, canker of ignorance,
considering the five aggregates and practise calmness and insight meditation.

The result of getting rid of Ignorance. There is one same point : having true
knowledge, Socrates holds that having true knowledge of things, Buddhism holds that having
knowledge of the Fourfold Noble truths, the similar point is believing in rebirth, the different
points are: Socrates holds that having strong mind over evil, having pure soul, having good
personality, having proper behavior, happy, and immortal mind and he who is purified,
enlightened, shall dwell among the gods, but Buddhism holds that having clear knowledge of
five aggregates, having right view, right thought, right speech, right action, right livelihood, right

effort, right mindfulness, right concentration should help getting rid of Ignorance.
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" Subrata Mukherjee. Socrates Great Western Political Thinker, (Dclhi : Universily of Delhi),
p. 207.
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¥ Qubrata Mukherjee, Socrates Great Western Political Thinker, (Dclhi : University of Delhi),
p.178.

" Plato, Apology, tr. by Hugh Tredennick, (New Jersey : Princeton University , 1978), p. 23.

“ Op. cit. p. 92.
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““ Plato, Phaedo, tr. by hugh tredennick, (New Jersey : Princeton University , 1978), pp. 51-52.
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