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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a qualitative one. It is the analysis of the importance and
the concept of slaves in Buddhism. The objective of this thesis is to analytically
study about the slaves as found in the Buddhist scriptures. It covers the 3 points
as follows :-

1. The background and the status of slaves.

2. The attitude of Buddhism towards slaves.

3. An Analytical study of method of solving problems about the
slaves in the reign of King Rama V ( Phrabaht Somdej Phra culachomklao Chao
Yoohua ).

This thesis is a . documentary one. The data were collected from
Tipitaka, other religious scriptures and the related documents. It was analyzed

by descriptive method.

From the research ,it is found that the slavery happened in human
societies long ago. According to Tipitaka, there were four types of slaves ;-
1.The slaves who are the slave’s children.

2.The redemptive slaves.
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3. The voluntary slaves.

4. The captive slaves.

The status of slaves is like the boss’s possession. They never had
freedom in their lives. However, Buddhism teaches the human beings to have
loving kindness to one another, to have equal rights and freedom and to provide the
principle to treat the slaves such as paying them wages , giving them enough food
for their livelihood, providing medical care in times of their sickness, and not
abandoning them in times of famine. The freedom from slavery relies on the boss’s
consent. Moreover, The slaves who were permitted by the boss to be ordained in
Buddhism could be free from slavery and after disrobing, they could be free forever

In Thailand the status of slaves  does not differ from that in other
countries .Having slaves shows the lack of civilization in the country,so king Rama V
( Phrabaht Somdej Phraculachomklao Chao Yoohua) decided to cancel the system
of slavery. The way he used is to decrease the number of slaves respectively. The
way he used in this case is to apply the principles of the middle way in Buddhism
which is the way by which nobodies lose their benefits. because he
performed the Buddhism’s principle.

This research clarified the status of slaves in the past same as in
the present by comparison which it is one of the social problem that can be

solved by applying the Buddhism’s principle.
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